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As Term 2 quickly comes to a close, it is an opportunity to reflect on what I would
consider one of the most difficult Semesters of school I believe we have faced for a
number of years. I would like to praise and thank the efforts of all of our staff for their
dedication and hard work this Semester. With a large number of student absences in
Term 1, Term 2 has seen ongoing staff and student absences, with a normal day of
teaching being nearly impossible. Teachers have regularly covered lessons for other
colleagues when relief teachers have not been available and everyone has pitched in to
ensure students continue to learn in their classes. Our students have coped with a
myriad of relief teachers, which can be unsettling, but most have been very proactive
with their relief teachers, to make the most of their learning. We have been grateful for
a new process in our department which has seen us bring in relief teachers for a block
of weeks when needed.
Recently we welcomed a new staff member to our team. Katrina Pretlove joins our
team as an SSO, her initial focus will be similar to a youth worker role, supporting a
targeted group of students. Katrina has a broad range of skills we hope will benefit
students and provide another service to them. Katrina’s role will be different to that of
our Pastoral Care Worker, Cathy Hinge and will be supporting a different group of
students.
Mrs Marg Crisp is taking long service leave for the remainder of the year, before
transitioning to the enjoyable stage of retirement. Marg has been a long-standing
member of our teaching staff and will be missed by many. In the Year 8 round table
presentations late last year, many students commented on one of their favourite
subjects being Maths, because of the way Mrs Crisp taught them, a testament to her
skills and commitment to student learning. We wish Marg well and will miss her at
school. We are still finalising some staffing for next semester, further information will
provided via a letter home at the end of term.

IMPORTANT
DATES

JULY
8 Last day of term - early
dismissal 2:25pm
25 1st Day of Term 3
27 SATAC Parent meeting
28 Yr 9/10 Netball - Penola

AUGUST
1
3-5
10
16

Yr 7/8 & 11/12 Netball Mt G
Maths Competition
MASA Quiz Night
Yr 7/8 Soccer - Grant HS

Our recent Pupil Free Day saw us continue our work on Differentiation, an important
aspect of our Site Improvement Plan. Teachers have worked to document the ways
they are differentiating in the classroom for a range of students, but also identifying and
documenting differentiated activities for specific students. Teachers also continued to
develop the ‘how to’ of differentiation and are focused on implementing this for specific
learning activities and tasks for their classes.
As the cold weather sets in, we are noticing a number of clothing items that are not part
of the school uniform. Our school uniform is an important part of our school culture and
it is expected that students are wearing their school uniform every day. We would
appreciate support from parents on the following areas of the uniform, particularly, no
hoodies or other clothing items being visible under the school uniform, plain tracksuit
pants without stripes or large insignia and black pants or shorts, rather than navy. A
reminder that we have a supply of reasonably priced jackets that can be worn over
school jumpers if your child is struggling to stay warm.
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of country, the Potaruwutj people and recognise their continuing connection to land,
waters and culture. We pay our respect to elders – past, present and emerging.

30 South Terrace, Bordertown Ph 87521455
Email - dl.0894.info@schools.sa.edu.au
Website - borderhs.sa.edu.au

Principal's Report Cont......
While COVID has definitely had an impact on student attendance at
school, non-attendance for reasons other than COVID and illnesses,
continue to concern us. Attendance is an important contributor to student
academic achievement – every day at school matters. The effect of
ongoing absences over the school year has a cumulative effect on
academic success. Feelings of disconnect and inability to understand the
learning that is taking place in the classroom compound as attendance
declines, making it even harder for students to engage in learning. A
student who is not attending 5 days of school in a term, or 20 days a year,
misses 2 and a half terms of school over their secondary schooling. If your
child is struggling to get to school, please contact either the year level
coordinator or Mrs Clarke to discuss why your child is struggling. The
school can work closely with you on different strategies to support your
child, to help improve attendance.
As we near the end of term, please ensure the school has been provided
with reasons for your child’s absence. Home group teachers are currently
following up with families about unexplained absences, either with phone
calls or stickers in diaries. We encourage parents to provide an
explanation when the initial text message is sent home, by responding to
the text message with the reason for absence. Please support us by
providing information if you are contacted about an unexplained absence.
Have a relaxing holidays if you are able to take time off and if travelling,
stay safe and enjoy your time away.
Alicia Keatley
Principal

Student Attendance
Congratulations to the following students who are receiving an award for
100% school attendance in Term 1.

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

Year 12

Micaiah Castrence
Michael Darbyshire
Gabby Edwards
Hobbes Fugata
Tayla Hampel
Talise Phillips
Finn Quilter
Nate Swinton
Ella Wegener

Jensen Castrence
Archie Dahlitz
Connie Dunleavy
Toby Excell
Jack Heinrich
Alekza Meakins
Connor Orrock
Shayda Tirkkonen
Darcy Twigden
Tarsha
Wagenknecht
Lara Wiese
Jack Will

Stacey Baird
Tara Ballinger
Ryan Cornish
Kurtis Hampel
Summer Leach
Grace Lusher
Campbell Will
Cooper Williamson

Hailey Baird
Dylan Couzner
Rylen Croser
Murron Davis
Blake Dinning
Brooke Dunleavy
Zara Faulds
Hayley Steuart
Hayley Twigden

Riley BentonPumpa
Aarshi Ghimire
Layne Le GalPawson
Melanie McFarlane
Max McLellan
Daniel Obst
Adrian Saraosos

Erin Ballinger
Abbie Croser
Henry Dahlitz
Makenzie Pickering
Jack Staude
Terry Zulu
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Coordinated by
Refugee Council of Australia

This week is Refugee Week and
this year's theme is Healing. Mr Tseng
and the Year 10 HASS students have spent two
weeks organising some activities to raise awareness
of the issues affecting refugees. The activities
students have done are writing newspaper articles
about what refugees experience in life, creating
posters about famous refugess in Australia, making
a refugee camp diorama, and interviewing students
from refugee backgrounds. Students understand how
important human rights are and develop empathy through
their learning. We all know Australia has a long history of accepting refugees
providing them with a safe place. This is a country where all people feel
welcomed, so let us celebrate Refugee Week and embrace cultural diversity.
Mr Tseng
HASS Teacher
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YR 8 HASS

MEDIEVAL EUROPE & THE
BLACK DEATH

Students in Year 8 HASS have been studying Medieval Europe and The Black Death. In this unit, they have
learnt about feudalism and manorialism, and they have shown great improvement in their historical skills such as
source analysis and making a timeline. Students also learnt about what Medieval lifestyle looked like through
their project, building a manor. They are able to identify what a feudal system was in their writing.
The students have been engaged in the activities and have enjoyed being challenged. I am really proud of the
Year 8's and look forward to helping them further their learning!
Mr Tseng
HASS Teacher
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YEAR 7 HASS - ANCIENT EGYPT
Students in Year 7 HASS have been
studying Ancient Egyptian times
and have learnt about agriculture,
society, language and pharaohs.
They
have
been
successfully
developing research and problemsolving
skills
through
their
Egyptian project. In this project,
students spent 6 weeks studying
ancient Egyptian artefacts and
they were asked to build a
traditional
irrigation
tool,
a
shaduf, in Minecraft, and Egyptian
tombs and accessories by using materials such as cardboard, paper towels
and plastic gems.
Although some students struggled to make their Egyptian artefacts at the
beginning, they have shown me their incredible improvement and given me
positive feedback on their project. This project certainly helps students
understand what an ancient Egyptian lifestyle looked like, as well as how to
apply research skills to their learning. They should take pride in the work
they’ve done in this term, and I really appreciate how hard they’ve been
working in HASS.
Mr. Tseng
HASS Teacher
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ART

Semester 1 Clay Work

Year
7's
Year
8's
Year
10's
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SPORT REPORT

OAKBANK CROSS COUNTRY
25 BHS students accepted the challenge of competing at the Statewide Schools Cross
Country championships at Oakbank. It was a typical day at Oakbank with misty rain
and a muddy track. Students all conducted themselves very well in events with lots of competitors.
The individual highlights for the day were Ned McCarthy finishing 11th in the 15 year old Boys 4km and Toby Excell finishing 15th in the
14 year old Boys 3km events.
In the teams events, which involves the first 4 finishes in each event from each school our 15 year old Girl team of Eliza Orrock, Ella
Jozeps, Alexa Rowett and Asha Mock won a bronze medal. This was a fantastic effort.
Well done to all the competitors and thank you to Mr Orrock and Jenna Kennett for organising and supervising the team.

YR 7/8/9 GIRLS FOOTBALL
The Year 7/8/9 girls football team played against the Naracoorte
girls football team on Wednesday 15th June between recess and
lunch time at the Bordertown Football Oval.
The girls played a hard game but were unfortunately unable to
beat the strong Naracoorte team. Well done to all the girls who
put in a hard effort, especially in the rain.
It was great to see everyone’s improvements, enthusiasm,
excitement, and encouragement throughout the game.
A big thank you to Mr Orrock for umpiring and to Ms Feder for
coaching.
The final score was 3.7 (25) to 7.2 (44).

HOCKEY
On Monday 30th May, our BHS Hockey team
travelled to Naracoorte to compete in the Mixed
Hockey Knockout competition, playing against the St
Martins Lutheran College, Naracoorte High School
and Keith Area School teams.
While we were unsuccessful on the day coming
away with no wins, the team played well together
with the assistance of borrowed players from the
other teams.
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SPORT REPORT

YEAR 7/8 SEZ BASKETBALL

The Year 7/8 basketball teams recently travelled to Naracoorte to
compete in the Knockout competition. Both teams had a win for the
day, with the girls winning over Naracoorte and the boys having a win
over Keith. The girls team lost to Millicent first up by 2, the competition
was quite even for the girls, unfortunately missing out on progressing
to the next stage on percentage!
Thankyou to Andrea Fuentes and Hayley Twigden for umpiring on the
day.
Mrs Clarke and Mr Orrock

YEAR 11/12 KNOCKOUT
BASKETBALL
On Wednesday 22nd June, the BHS Boys Open team travelled to
Millicent to compete in the Knockout basketball competition.
Unfortunately due to a number of injuries our Girls team had to
withdraw from the competition.
The Boys team played Millicent first up, who we knew would be a
strong side. The Boys combined really well and played a good
team game, unfortunately a lot of missed shots, going down by 4.
In the second game we played Mount Gambier High who were
quite tall all over the court and very good defensively. Not our
best game, going down by 12, which put us in the Consolation
final against Penola. The aim of this game was to have a win but
also to play our best basketball which we managed to achieve
winning convincingly.
A quick stop on the way home for the obligatory fast food treat!
Mrs Clarke
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Headspace Visit to Bordertown High
On Tuesday of Week 5 Headspace Education visited Bordertown High and ran sessions with all year levels.
The sessions focused on:
Let’s Talk About It: Mental Health
Understand mental health and wellbeing
Explore the stress bucket analogy for managing stress
Discuss healthy coping strategies to support yourself – ‘healthy headspace action plan’
Identify options for seeking support online in and in your community
Headspace schools workshops are interactive, strengths based, evidence-informed and designed to assist young people build their
practical skills, awareness and knowledge around mental health and wellbeing. Workshops can help students break down stigma
about mental health and emphasise the importance of looking after themselves through the high school years.
We also have an outreach worker from Headspace visiting our school on a fortnightly basis offering one on one support sessions.
If you would like more information on this or if you are concerned about your child’s mental health and wellbeing please do not
hesitate to contact me at the school or via email debra.clarke262@schools.sa.edu.au.
Debra Clarke
Student Counsellor

Pastoral Care Worker
Do you love working with, and encouraging young people? Do you have a heart to serve your local
school community? Are you passionate about building strong, meaningful relationships? If so, we want
to get to know you!
Bordertown High School is looking for an enthusiastic person to join the wellbeing team as a second
Pastoral Care Worker for 10-12 hours/ week. This individual will work alongside veteran PCW Cathy
Hinge and the rest of the wellbeing team, supporting students, staff, families and the community in a
variety of ways.
If you are interested, please visit www.smg.asn.au or send an enquiry email to applications@smg.asn.au
– applications will be closing on Thursday July 21st at 9:00am.
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We hope you all have a
safe, happy and enjoyable
holiday break.
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